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The firſt Sunday of. Advent. 
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Aw to the Son of David ; b, ed. ia be that cometh j # 


Heſe: words/ are, the 'Acc 
of the ;p | », 4£QUr 


wa in Triumph into - 


as 2 s it "IM 
double ſort of year, an Eccleſiaſtical from the Ad- 
vent of our Saviour,as well as a Civil from the Re- 
turn of the Sun. For the Times and Seaſons of the. 
Church are meaſured,her ſpiritual Growths fofter- 
ed,not by the Sun in the Firmament,but by the Sum 
of Righteoufneſs;: notby! Plahetary Motions or In- 
fluences, but by the Star of Facob, whoſe Dawn, 
or Riſing upon the World we at this time lolem- 
nizec. _ © 

Advent do's'not imply char Chriſt is ; cothe, but 
coming ; not his Preſence, but his Approach; 
Chriſtmas is the high Celebrity of his a&tual Arri- 
val, this day only reports: and noyſes abroad his 
drawing near. Advent is to Chriſtmas, as Zohn was 
to the Goſpel, ox clamantis, the Herald or Harbin- 
ger that made way forit ſo Advent is the Harbin- 
ger to make way for the Queen-feaſt to ſucceed 
with more Majeſty, Royal Perſonages not only ha- - 
ving F ollowers, : but: Hore-ratng tor greater 
State. Ns 
Bur how comes ul Church" to. make lies of 
one of the laſt Paſſages of Chriſts Life, toproclaim 
his firſt coming inco) the: World? the Seaſon of his 
Paffion, to introduce- the Time of his} Natty? 
Becaude: this _ of Chrift 1n n Triumph:; anto 


8, Eee” 


O's ET ING 


fe rag 3; 4 ws. "£3 ol _ a, .* 4 s 
F Fg 6 p wg {> "=* T %* EM Pp "oF. td at all A 22 oa Shoe ach ad I ad at hs, 
= 1a Vir SS 1 5 Be £ , "P K I 0 Rn q 5g EE <0 oo us, 
I EIT : 4, 4856% Wet Cont en S- EE _— x I * PETS IS 7 + 
43,8 bd... 2 8 Ny *: LG -_ - % 
6 as. 2 De: F 8 oe ; . t b ta 4 * WP 
: >. {% 


odlee; Mhews: tim alwh he was, \ nit: --aKing, -Y 
which he was\butnam'd'and ftil'daci bis Bifth +» at 
his-Narivity he' was bur defigitd-to:the+ Crown of 
Ijrael, but here he is ſeen in the Throne ; bis-Star | 
ſhone then ; bur his Majeſty” now; the'Sages/and 
Aſtrologers- could only at that time diſcover the 
King,” but the People here could pronounce him to 
be the.Son of David, and rejoyce in their Soveraign. 

Apain;' this laſt cating of Chriſt was more/imme- = 
diately to do the will of God and perfeft theWork of 
mans ſalvation ; and accordingly Saint Paubaſcribes 
ro'it,. by way. of excellence and eminence, Heb. = 
the fulfiling-of that prophecy. , . Then. ſaid I $3&6T 
come to do thy will, O God. Chriſt did-the Wall of oy oo 
inthe whole Courſe of his Life, but at the Time. of 
his Death he accompliſhe it; And the Gharchicould 
not ſelett'a more 'proper /portion of Seriptute to 
uſher in his Birth, or totake offthe Prejudicesof the 
 Foverty: and:Infirmiry: ſeen init; to: convert, lay, 
the'Stable-into a Palace; 1 rodifcloſe a: helpleſs In- 
fant,co be'the' Omnipotent Son'of God,thantthis that 
makes both ends of Chriſts Life meet; tharjoyns 
the Scepter to'the Cradle ; the/Fruumph: to the Na- 
rivity : "the wordS$'of, he Agel; Take 2. 11, Unto 
301 isborn ——__ the EE Saviour which © 
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# Chriſt the Lord, with the words of the People here 
in my Texr, Hoſarma to the Son of David, bleſul is be 


' that cometh'in the' Name of the Lord, | oſonng in the 


Higheſt. 

We mayobſerve inthe words] theſe [Wo Generil 
Parts. -- Chriſts Entrance, And the "Roogis: Re- 
ception of him. 

In Chriſts Entrance theſ: four Particulars. 

Firſt, Who it is that cometh ,, the! Eerfon FI 
ſpoken of, the Son of David. 0 

Secondly, For what he cometh-, his Purpoſe, 
which - is more clearly fet down-at 9.5. To declare 
himſelf to be the Iſing of jrael. rio 
© Thirdly, How he cometh, or the Manner ank r- 


; quipage of his v8" F 4: was in Rny and Ran 


as 1s ſeen verſes 7,8... 
> -Fourthly, From whom he cath; or his Cate 


' miſlion, He cometh in the Name of the Lord. 


The Peoples Reception of him is with joyful 
Acclamations. Hoſannai ta the Sok of: David, bleſſed 
#s hethat comethin the Name of the Lord, roared 
hiohe | 
| wy Firſt, Who it is that cometh 'the ans here 
\ . ſpoken of; the Son if Dhni.- q 
This was the whole Cities Queſtion af . I ro, 
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Arid when by came int Feruſalem all the: Gity way mo» IJ 

red, faving, Who is this © But God had ſhewed'ic be» 
fore.pur:of the mouthes of Babesiand Sucklings) vew © 
ry Children, properly ſo call 'd,and of the poor-ig- 
norant People,whg were as Children, Their Under- 
ſtandings were firſt cnlighten'd,; their-Tongues in- 
truſted to declare and welcome Chriſt,as:the Son-of 
Dawid;the Meftiah and Saviour of the World; _ And 
this t3-moſt commonly the Method of God Almigh- 
ty in making himſelf known untomen , that which 
he hides from the Wiſe and Learned;he reveals un- 
to the Simple and Lowly. The Holy Spirit for-the 
moſt part taking up his Inne, as wiſe Travellers. do- 
theirs, not the faireſt and-moſt frequented, but the 
more private retie'd ;' where though- there's leſs 
 Magniticence, there's alſo leſs Pride, and more Ac- _ 
commodation and Regard. : Sohere he pales by the 
Potent Prieſt and Pharifee,fill'd with Ambition;and 


the. anceit of their own, Sanftityiand \Knowledge,- © 


poſſet| with the love of Riches, and the like, and 
turns in £0 the humble, vacant, diſinterefied Multi- 
tude, whoſe Hearrs were raf# tabule,: ſo many fair 
Tables; without blur,wichout fron, and —_ | 
inſcription, « H- -o 
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a queſtion of Ignorance , but Malice ; of Petſons 
Uninform'd, but full of Envy.-: 2Twks, like thax of 
his Counitrymen of Nazareth, Non hic eft fabri filius? 
£ not this the Carpenters ſon ? They faw his words fiill 
of Grace,and his works of Wondge, thatall his Per- 
formances were truly Divine; but-becauſe Foſeph 
was his reputed Father, and Mary his Mother, be- 
cauſe his Breeding and Parentage were not equal to 
the Glories manifeſted in him , they:would hot ho- 
nour himas a Prophet ; but choſe rather "not to 
know him,thanto believe in him; and to be offend- 
ed at him.than to. confelle him. - After the like man- 
ner the Prieſts and Phariſees here,becauſe our 'Lord 
came not ſuch a Perſon, and after ſuch a Faſhion, as 
they had fooliſhly fancied , their. Meſſiah would 
come,a mighty. Prince,inviron'd with Armies,pow- 
erful to promote them to Honour and Riches; but a 
poor - Prophet calling them to the like Poverty 
and Humility with his own; to Righteouſneſs, not 
to Greatnefs.; to take up'the Croſs, and notche Enx 

figns of Magiſtracy , they would: not acknowledge 
him ; but deny'd the Original,becaule it refembled 
nor a falſe Copy ; rejeted the Eternal Son of God, - 
becauſe he was not like the Baſtard Childe of their 


_ Carnal Brains.” And, Who 4 this? gs + 
| w 
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who is this that we have never heard of, or ſeen ? 
Or, who is this that uſurps ſuch honors whichrhe 
Scriptures allow to no man, no notto the Meſſiah ? 
- But, who is this that we abhor ? who's this our A- 
verfion 2 who is this thwdefrauds our Expedtari- 
ons? that grows daily greater, and makes out his 
Pretences in ſpight of our Oppoſition ? 

That Chriſt was to be the Son of David, to de. 
ſcend of the Seed and Linage of the ancient Kings 
of Fudah, that God out of the old Stock or Root 
of Jeſſe which now through length oftime ſeem'd 
decay'd, and doted, fſeare, and dead, would cauſe 
to grow up a branch of Righteouſneſs to execute Fudoment 
ond Fuſtice inthe Land, was acruth afſcrred from all 
antiquirie ; And nor only Eſay and Jeremy, who 
in exprefle terms ſpeak it , but as Saint Peter ſays, 
all the Prophtrs bare witneſſetoir. And thelarer 
Dottors in our Saviours daies univerſally allow'd 
the Tradition, as is ſeen by the anſwer of the Pha- 
riſees to the queſtion our Lord aſked them con- 
cerning himſelf: What ſay you of Chriſt ? whoſe Son is 
he? And they ſaid,the Son of Davil. Bur then that Chriſt 
was this Son of David, this Branch fo long foretold 
and expetted, though his Extra@ion and Genea- 
logy, his words and works, his life and death, did 
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(8) 
quadrat and cloſe with all the Accounts, ; PrediQi- 
ons and Tipical Repreſentations of the Meſſtahin the 
Law,and the ſeveral Lines drawn fromthe mouths 
of ſo many Prophets of different ages exaUly con- 
center'd in his Perſon , gyet none but the diſpaſſio- 
nate and diſinterreſſed would confeſſe and acknow- 
ledge ; the Multitude here, and the People again 
elſewhere, or ſome more particularly inſpir'd, as 
the two blind Men mention d Matt. 9.27. poor 
Bartimenus, and the like 5, who comparing the Mi- 
racles wrought by Chriſt, with the Prophecies that 
went of him, confidently made out this truth, eſs 
thou Son of David have mercy on us. 

And here we cannot enough admire the bounty 
of God to his faithfull Servants that do. his will,and 
ſeek him with their whole heart ; whom he doe; 
not only bletle and proſper while they are alive, 
but makes their Names and Memories illuſtrious 
by a renown'd Poſterity long after they are dead. 
As he did not ſuffer Davids Soul to ſee corruption, 
even in the grave where all things periſh, ſo neither 
did he ſufter his Glory to ſee corruption after fo 
many azes, when commonlyall- things are loſt in 
obl1vion, but reviv'd it by caufing Chrilt to Spring 
from his Loines. Chriſt, indeed, had an vther 
| higher 
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higher and nobler Generation, an Eternal, "ſuch as 
no man can deelare ;' as che Prophet Eſay ſayes, 
Who can declare his Generation ? This his Prime 
Generation was not from the Will of Man ; bur 
from the Power of the Spigit ; he took Fleſh of the 
Virgin, but not by Propagation, but by Adum- 
bration, andthe Will of God : And therefore in re- 
ſpe& of any humane Parentage on the Fathers fide, 
he was liken'd to Melchifedec, who is introduc'd in 
Scripture without Parent, without deſcent, with- 
out Genealogy : for ſo it became him that was to 
be the Preacher of Purity tothe World, that his ve- 
ry Generation ſhould be alſo Pure... Yet-1-fay fo 
much was God pleaſed with the Heroical Vertue 
of David, {o much was he a Man after his 'own 
hearr, that he ordained, that that great Perſon, : the 
Second 'Perſon'in the Trinity, : ſhould be reckon'd 
to him as his Iſſue; thathe that was indeed his Lord, 
as -our Saviour alſo alledges as a ſtrange Event, 
ſhould notwithſtanding become his:Son'!. he wilt'd 
thar the Son of his: own Spirit; ſhould be efteemed 
the Son of his. ſervant ! So true is that which God 
ſpake to Eli of old, : and: ſo: exemplary-a-doftrine 
toa[l poſterity,  Honorantes me honorabo, 'thoſe' that 
_ me Twill _—_ :'' Ye {ce what is: done to-him 

B 2 whom 
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whom God honoureth, the very Saviour of the 
World counts it a piece of Nobility and Gentry, 
as I may fo ſpeak, fo derive his Pedigree from Da- 

vid, The ſecond Particular I obſerved was, 
' The purpoſe of Chrifts coming, to ſhew 

himſelf the Ang of Ifraek.  - 

Thrice a year for three years tozether, as the 
cuſtome was for all Jrael, Chrift had gon up to 
Feruſalem the chief Ciry of the ewes, and yet did 


never make any Overture, never thewed any Sem- 


blance, as if he had been King of the ewes, before 


this laſt time of his entry . Nay hitherto he uſed 
all means to conceal his Title and Pretence, rather 
than to declare it. When they ' would have made 
him a King, he conveighed himſelf invifibly our of 
the preſſe.,and did a Miracle,to avoid an Advance- 
ment. How comes he therefore now voluntarily 
to allume, what before he ſo follicitouſly refuſed ? 
How comes he to doa Miracle ,, that he might ap- 
pear a King,when he formerly did a Miracle not to 
appear one? 'Aﬀe&s to have aMounture whereon to 
ride; charms the owners Spirit that .ſhould ſurren= 
der it,hearing the Lord had. need of it;infpires the 
Multictude to-proclaim,what he forbad his Diſciples 
to whiſper ; takes the whole ſtate of it upon him, 

affirms 
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Myms it to P/late,when he aſks him concerning it. 
Atfirms it I ſay, though in a Ceremonious way of 
affirmation uſual among the Jewes, Art thou the 
King ofthe Fewes ? Thou ſaift it, ſays he, Which was 
as much as if he had anſwered, 1 am indeed thar 
which thou ſayſt . - Only he makes here the Que- 
{tion itſelf go for the Anſwer, and the Demander 
a{king the truth, in honour to him, he makes the 
affirming of 1t, as it were alſo, to proceed from 
his mouth. As in the caſe of a negative-Anfwer, 
the more Civill among us, chooſe rather to returne 
an Excuſe for their diſſenting, than a flat No, or 
Denial tothe thing that was inquir'd. 

1 ſay it was very ſtrange; that Chriſt ſhould thus 
voluntarily aſſume that Dignity , which he had-fo 
obſtinately refuſed ; but it was much ſtranger yer, 
thar he ſhould aſlume it at the ſeaſon: he-dad, "ar 
the Eve tohis Paſſion , when he began to ſee cavggy 
tm Teac, the Crofle ſtanding at the door in ex- 
pettanceof him! b£ thisatime, fays'the Proph:t 
to his ſervant Gehazz, totake money, and to:bny Vine- 
yards? when the Lords anger was upointhe land), 
and the: enemy daily expe&ed; So wasthis.a time 
to-lay claime to. aKingdont, when a; mansHour of 
Dear NONE 2 Toput-on the Royall Enſjgnes, 
when 


"_ 


' when he was to ſuffer as a Criminal ? as if he would 


preſent himſelfto the Executioner , after the man- 
ner the Sacrifices of old were brought to the Prieſts, 
with Garlands and gilded Horns. as Salvian ſays, 
Ornatur ad penam, coronatur ad ſupplicium, he was 
inveſted in royal Robes to be Crucified, he was 
made a King to ſuffer Death. This Hour, in the 
Worlds judgment, ſo Incongruous to accept a 
Crown,was yet the Seaſon that he made choice of ; 
and he refuſed all Advancement , till he was upon 
the point to belifted-up on the Crofle, But as God 
fays in the Prophet, My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your waies my waies. So we may fay of 
Chriſts Times and Seaſons, that they ſuited and'ac- 
corded not with thoſe of men, but he had an Hour 
and Opportunity peculiar and-particular for his 
Aﬀions which differ'd from the Vulgar apprehen- 
fion. When his Mother prompted him to turne the 
Water into Wine, My hour, ſays be, is not yet come. A- 
gain when his brethren mov'd him formerly to go 
up to Feruſalem, faith he, Tour time is alwayes, but my 
time 33 not dlwayes. And the like thing may be ſaid of 
his Non-acceptance of the Kingdom when the peo- 
ple offer'd it, His Hour for that purpoſe was not yet 
come., He had not fully yer Preach'd the Goſpel 

through 
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(13) 
through the Cities of Zudea, he had not clear'd his 
Title to the Kingdom by Signs and Wonders, ful- 
fill'd the Prophecies that were of him,and the other 
intermediate Works injoyn'd him by the Father : 
and he would not abruptly ſeize the Soveraignty, 
till all was prepar'd for ic ; uſurpe it, ill he had 


| made out his Pretence: rule over a people,that knew 


him not to be their Prince ; and exad their obe- 
dience, before they underſtood his Authority, Bur 
when he had provd himſelt the Son of God , 
then he firſt declar'd he was the: Heir and Succeſſor 
of David; and well he might be allow'd to be the 
King of Jjrael, when he had ſhew'd himſelf.co be 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth, and all the King. 
doms of the World; 

And this is Gods' Method i in ruling the World, 
he does not require from men, before he; hag given to 
them ; he exatts not their Faith, ill he has firſt 
enlighren'd them ; .demands nor their Obedience , 
till he has taught them his Laws, and given them 
his Grace ; Burt atcer theſe things it they pay him 
not humble .and ready ſubmiſſion, | if his Subjefts 
retaſe yet to acknowledge his Dominion, he will 
caule the Rehels, as 'is Luke 19. 27. To be brought 
forth to Judzment, and thoſe that would net that be 
fbould 


(14) 
ſhould reign over them, ſhall be ſlain before him ; who 
could not brook his Scepter, ſhall feel his Sword, 
and undergo his Vengeance. | 
But here in the next place we are to demand, 
what Kingdom it is that Chriſt afſumech ? that the 
Prophets foretold, and the People congratulate ? 
for we ſhall find, that the Multitude here ſpeak one 
thing, and the Spirit in them means another. The 


- People hoped that Chriſt would preſently ſhew 


himſelf ſuch a King, as I lately ſaid the Phariſees 
fancy'd, one that ſhould viſibly aſcend the Throne 
of David, reſtore the temporal Kingdom only with 
oreater Glory than in the Patriarchs daies, as their 
words alſo plainly declare in the parallel place of 
Saint Mark., where they cry, Bleſſed is the Kingdom of 
our father David / But Chriſts coming at this time 
was with far other Defignes, to claim a Spiritual 
Kingdom in the Soules and Hearts of men; - 7/la ut 
Dominetur in aula, that he might bare ſway in theſe 
Palaces. Says the Fſalmiſt, A Scepter of Righteouſneſſe 
is the Scepter of thy Kingdom, thou haſt loved Righteouſ- 
neſſe and hated Iniquity. Such a Scepter as a Prophet 
might wield. The People congratulate him as an 
Anti-Cefar, a King that ſhould deliver from . the 
ſubjef&tion ofthe Romans. But what ſays he of his 

| Coming ? 


I 
af 
S5—_t 
hag 
. 
42 Y 
ok 
et. 3 
542 
T7 
& - 
halts, 
19 
2 Be 
of F 
7 
Es 
. Ho13 
wy” 
> 
#Þ 
£\ =, 
5 * 
£e 
Fl 
ge. 
x 
F. 
«av 
-3S 
%* 
FF 
v4 
4 
"pe 
1 
a 
"4 
+" ar 
bt 
Fi 
8 
£ 
6: 
4 
, 
- 
” 


om 


Coming ? For this SG camel intothe World, 
to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, to bean Anti. 
Lucifer, and to lead this his Captivity captive. 

And we are to look here upon the Peeples Joy 
from their imagination of an Earthly Kingdom , as 
on the Infirmity and Feeblenefs of Natural Mens 
AﬀedGtions , who count no Bleſſings worthy the 
—_— but Temporal; Secular Profperi- 

, Worldly Greatneſs, Outward Splendor, the 
Conia of the Senſes, and the like, arethe 
things only which cranſporc and ravith ; Wage 
Spiritual Scepter, his Dominion in the "Saad 
Crown of Immortality and Glory, arelook d — 
as ſo many Melancholy Metaphors without reality, 
without reliſh : that Felicity 1s only defireable , 
which the World admires ; and that held trulya 
Kingdom, where Voluptuouſnels reigns. 

But yet we are not foto take this Doftrine of 
Chriſts Spiritual Kingdom as 1t he had no Tempo=. 
ral Kingdom ar all : for that Prophecie cited by 
Saint Peter Ai. 2.30. God has ſwornwith anoath to 
David, that of the fruit of his Loyns, according to the 
fleſh, be would raiſe up Chriſt to ſit on his Throne. And 
again: that. the Kingdom-of Chriſt ſhould be. of 
much greater c extent than that of his father David, 
"6 Even 
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Even over all the Nations of the Earth ; are tobe in- 
terprered hrerally, if due regard be had tothetime 
of their fulfilling. Neither did Chriſt , when his 
Diſciples ask'd him of his Temporal Kingdom, 
wholly diſclaim ir, but checkr their curious In- 
quiry after it. *7znot for you, ſayes he, to know 
the Times and Seaſons, which the Father has kept in his 
own Power. Therefore, difiingue tempora, diſtin- 
guiſh but the Times, and the fame thing which at 
one time is falſe,at another may be true. Chriſt at 
this Time, when he enter'd into Feruſalem, had no 
Temporal Kingdom : but after he aſcended into 
Heaven, he had one Viſible and Glorious, even unto 
the eyes of men. And though he profeſles in the 


Dayes of his Humiliation, that he came not to be. 


miniſter'd unto, but to miniſter ; yer after his Ex- 
attation, he claims the Mmiftration of all men, 
even of the greateſt Princes: and that 'is fulfilled 
which the Prophet ſayes, All Nations ſhall do him 


fervice. Sayes our Lord after his Reſurrefion, 


All power 34 given to me bothin Heaven and Earth. 
He had this power originally before, but then he 
firſt execured it in the Capacity of Godand Man, 
in the Capacity of the Son of Dawid , and thepro. 
phecy'd King of Trael. 


And 
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And if we ſhall regard che Events in the World 
fince the preaching of the! Gaſpel, we ſhall find, 
chat no one of the four, which are uſually call'd the _ 
four Univerſal Monarchies, was ever ſovaſtly, fo 
univerſally extended , as the Monarchy of Chriſts 
Kingdom ; but as Moſes Rod devour'd the Rods 
of the Magicians , fo I may ſay, has Chrifts Scep- 
ter ſwallow'd up all the Scepters of che Kings of the 
Earth : and as heretofore the Nations flow'd fo ge- 
nerally into the Roman Empire, that it was not un- 
deſervedly ſaid, Orbem jam totum wittor Romanus 
habebat, the Vicorious Romans have made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the whole World, there being no 
Nation that was not ſubdued by them, which they 
thought worthy to march againlt with an Army,and 
if any were exempt, 'twas becauſe they were alſo 
deſpis'd ; ſo much more may 1t be faid of Chrilts 
Empire , That it compriſes the whole World , ſee- 
ing chat very Globe or Orb of the Romans it felt, 
is contain'd within the Globe or Orb of Chriſts ; 
neither is there that Climate to be found , in which 
there are not thoſe that do bow the knee in adorati- 
on to the King Chriſt, - and ere the Crols in token 
of his Dominion. It ts enough when we can ſay, 
that there is no Sun, where there is no Church ; and 
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if there be a People that know not Chriſt, ti be- 


cauſe themſelves are unknown. 

They therefore, who have ſo much doted on the 
Fife Monarchy,and out of Scripture miſtnrerpreted 
will bring down Chriſt again from Heaven, to 
Reigna thouſand years on a Temporal Throne up- 
on Earth, they ſeek for that in Future Ages, which 
1s already eminently perform 1n their ſight, and 
fulfill d in Story ; and. it may be ſaid ro them of 
the Temporal Kingdom of Chriſt , what he ſaid 
once of his Spiritual , That it comes not with Obſer- 
vation, No, not with the Obſervarien of any. thing 
that's Future : but rather 1s diſcern'd to be now 
Curcant and Inſtant upen us , both by the Obſer- 
vation of what is paſt, and what we daily ſee. And 
however the Prophecies may ſeem to intimate ſome 
Secular Way of Chriſts executing- his Temporal 
Kingdom, and that the Zews and others think they 

egrade the Mefliah , it they make him: not an 
Earthly Prince , yet no Grandure of. an Earthly 
Prince can reach to the Majeſty of the Meſſiah , as 
tis ſpoken of in Scripture, or fulfil thoſe very Pre- 
diQions they ſtand ſo much-upon, after ſo Glori- 


ous-a Manner as Chriſt has fulfilled them. Who F 
undoubtedly did a more Wonderful and Illuſtrious i 
thingy 
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- ehing, in that ke Reign'd ore the World "hes his wg 5 
Deceaſe, than' if' he had' done it in the Dayes'of 
his Fleſh: ; I fay, he did- a'more Wonderful and 


. Kluſbrioas thing , in firſt Dying, and after that, 


Rifing again , and ſubdutng, and-ruling the Nati- 
ons of the Earth; and being adored ever after -as 
God , than if for a few years only he had Dorm- 
neer'd like a Czſar, or a Xerxes, and'then Inglori-- 
ouſly have confeſs d his Mortality, expired, and 
oven placeto another. And this 1s the High Pre- 
rogative of Chriſt, which- Saint Peter, Af. 5.30; 
fo powerfully urges to convert his- Unbelieving 
Crucifiers : The God of our fathers, fayes he, raiſed 
up Feſus, whom ye flew, and hanged on atree, Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and 


* & Saviour, And Chriſtbeing ſucha Prince orKing 
as we have deſcribed, Let us ſee in the nexc place 


the State and Majeſty with which he came to clatm 

his Kingdom: Which4s in the third Particular I 

obſerv'd, | | 
The Manner, Pomp., or Equipage: of his- 

Coming;. | 

If we read the Triumplis of the Ancient Row 

mans, nothing can be imagin'd more Magnificent, , 


more eat They 'being the Works of a: | 
rackitel 
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rack'e Invention, and an immenſe Charge, the La- 


bourof many moneths, and the Buſinels of ſeveral 


dayes, the Sun ſometimes making his Courſe thrice 


about the World , before the ſeveral parts of the. 


well digeſted Pomp could be paſs d through the Ci- 
ty. The People were to behold Models of the 
Towns and Fortrefles they had conquer d, the Ha- 
birs, Weapons, and other Warlike Harneſs and 
Engines of the Enemy ; the vaſt heaps of their 
Treaſure, rich Veſſels, Pieces of curious Art , 
wild Beaſts (if any ſuch were found among them) 


| their Princes, with their Wives and Children led in 


chains :, ina word ,, whatever could heighcen the 
Popular Joy by Wonder, Pity, or Contempt, was 
preſented a Spettacle ro them. After theſe follow- 


ed their own Victorious Army, Crown d with Lau-- 


rell, jovial, ſinging, and licentious ; the Conſecra- 
red Herd for Sacrifice, with all the Trappings of a 
Pompous and Superſtitions Religion. In the laft 
place, the Happy Conquerour himſelf, mounted 
high on an Ivory Chariot imboſsd with gold, and 
drawn with Horſes of a Matchleſs beauty , ſought 


Out in remote Provinces, and as Authors ſpeak, led 


at their bridles by White and Silken Querries ; | 
 =====Mivecs ad frena Quirites, 
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Now if cothis Majeftick Pomp we" ſhalt oppoſe 


| har. of our Saviours entering into! Feruſolem, as 


is deſcribd in the Mornings'Golpet, it will fhew 
like a Mock-Triumph, or Triumph in Burleſque. 3 
Which was a thing reſolw'd on, and perform'd the . 
fame hour, countenance d and condauGted only by a 
Company of poor Fifhermen his Diſciples, and a 
rumultuary Rabble of the Meaner Sort ; * for rich 
Tapeſtry and Pieces of Needle-work ro adorn the 
Paſſage of the Triumph, the Coarsof theſe poor 
people,and ſome Extempory Branches fnatcht from 
Palm-trees there at hand, ferv d to ſtrew the Way ; 
inſtead of a Gorgeous Charret;' the humble Con- 
querour came riding on a Aﬀe, &$e1tcawmy Gav- 
Cuytov , as St. Chryſoſtom terms it, the moſt abjett 
and deſpicable of all the Beaſts of Burden. 

Bur yet hotwithſtanding the Poverryand Mean: 
neſs of thoſe Circumſtances, if we ſhall look into 
this Triumph of onr Lord, as well as look upon It ; 
conſider 1t with the ſharper Eyes of the Spirit, as 
well as glance on it with che miſtic Eyes of the Bo- 
dy, we thall find, thatwith great reaſon”, it was 
uſher'd in werſe 5. with an Admonition-of Special 
Obſervation and Regard to: be ha@ro: 1 is Zell the 
daughter of Sion';"Bebold thy Ris tometh wnto thee 
oy 


(22) 
meek. and ſitting upon an aſſe , and a colt the fole of an 
aſſe ; and that it excell d in Glory the Triumphs of 
all the Princes of the World. - For though there 
was ſcenin itno Humane Invention or Coſt , yet it 
was Order'd and Contriv'd by the Wiſdom of the 
Eternal God ; though 'twas refolv d- on and per- 
form in an Honr, twas prophecy'd of many Hun- 


dred Years before; though no heaps of Gold or 


Antick-plate were carried in it for oftentation, yet 
che Vertues and Miracles of the Conquerour , his 
holy Lite and Doftrine were born, ina manner, 


before him, ro the'greater Admiration of the Be- 


holders; though no Models of demoliſhr Cities, 
or Kings led in fetters, afforded a Spefiacle of ad- 


- miration and compaſlion, yet the Kingdomes of 


Hell and the Grave were there ſhew'd,diſpoil'd and 


ranſackt, and Lucifer the Prince of Darkneſs him- 


ſelf led in Everlaſting Chains. And then the Joy 
of this Triumph, was notthe' Mourning of many 
Nations and People befide, but a Cauſe of Univer- 
ſal Jubilee tothe whole World ; or yet to laſt only 
for a few days, butto continue even when the Sun 

and the Moon ſhall no longer be. 
The Triumphs,/ of Princes and Great Captains, 
are to boaſt their Glory\ and Magnificence , but 
|  Chriſts 
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Chriſts Entrance into eruſalem, was not to ſhew a 
Triumph of the Vain things: of this World, but a 
Triumph over them ; not to Magnihe the Opinion 
of Riches, but to bring them into Contempr. 
And this, and the like Paſſages of his Lite, are 
not ſo much to be look'd upon 1n the Story and 
Fa&, as in the Defign and Purpoſe ; as Saint Chry- 
foftom fayes of them, they are pereoy Qinnoco pins, 
a Rule of Chriſtian Phloſophy. Ar his Birth, 
when he was Worſhip'c by ſome Kings, and fear'd 
by others, he was content to be found m a Man- 
ger; and 1n the dayesthat he fed thonſands with 
his Miracles, he choſe often times himſelf co ſuffer 
Hunger. And this to teach the Great Ones of the 
World, to practiſe Self-genyal, in their higheſt 
Affluence and Abundance ; to teach the Honoura- 
ble to be Humble ; and the Mighty to be Meek ; to 
uſe their Power, not for Prideand Oftentarion, but 
for the Benefit of their Interiors ; to teach them 
to deſpiſe their Greatneſs, when others admired 
it ; When the People envy or murmur at their Fe- 


2 licity,. flatter or adore it, cry, as Saint Auguſtine 


makes them ſpeak, Sohi ifti ſunt, oli iſlii oiount , 
theſe are the Men thar Live, theſe are the enly Hap- 


® py, then to refle& ontheir Infirmities, and the | 
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Lnſtableneſs of their Condition , fear , and cat 


down their Souls. Outward Pomp and Magnifi- 


cence was annext to Kings, to preſerve Reverence 


and Awe in the Vulgar , but notto puff up their 
own Spirits ; That Great Perſon that 1s Proud and 
Arrogant from the Contemplation of his Power 
and many Attendants , ſhews a Plebian Spirit, in 


a Royal Fortune ; that is too High,to be Courteous, 


roo much- Exalted, to do Good, dazles nomans 
Eyes with-his Eminence, bur ſhews himſelf blind- 
ed by his Advancement. Chriſt therefore eafily 


cor.dz([cended to. take our Nature , becauſe he was. 


the Son of God; to ſuffer the Indignities of a 


Mean Con:lition , and to be Rejected of the 7ews, 


becauſe hz was con(cioas to himſelf that he was a- 
bove Contempt ; and digeſted here the Humble Cir- 
cumſtances of his Triumph, becauſe he came ia the 


Name of the Lord,” Which brings me to my fourth 
Particular, From Whom Chriſt Cometh, or his. 


Commiliion. 
He cometh in the Name of the Lord. 


To come in the Name of the Lord } 18s by the Ap- 
pointment, or with:the Authority of the Lord, He 


was Uncius Dei, the immediately Anointed by God 
himſelf to the Kingdom he came. to claim; Theſe 


Words, © 
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| by Words, Bleſſed is he that cometh in the Name of the 


Lord, were firſt ſpoken by Davidof himſelf, and 


7 his own Eleftion and Anointing by God untache 


Kingdom of {jrael, Pſal. 118. 26, and fo expound- 
ed by him before at verſe 22, The ſtone, ayes he, 
which the Builders refusd, is become the head ſtone of 
the corner It "5 the Lords Doing, andit is marvellous 
in our Eyes. And after the like manner Chriſts 
coming in the Lords Name, is by his Ordering 0: 
Doing ; his Kingdom, was Gods Aflignation ; and 
che Peoples faluting him the Meftiah, was bur the 


* divulging of the Divine Counſel ; nay, as Davids 


a" 


particular anointing by God to the Kingdom , was 
but a Type of Chriſts, the Acclamations of the Peo- 
ple here, are bur the very Echo of the Prophets 
words there. 

To come therefore in the Name of the Lord,is not 
to come in the bare Pretence and Verbal Uſurpation 
of his Name, as falſe Prophets of old did, and ma- 
ny thouſands of falſe Teachers now adayes do, 
Who apithly imitating the Phraſes of Gods True 
Meflengers , or bur their Boldneſs and Ruſticity, 
their Aſtoniſht Countenance, and the Dire Accent 
of their Voice groaning out theſe or the like words, 
The Burden, or Meſſage of the Lord, deceive Sim- 

D 2 ple 


ple People, and think they have great injury that 
all Learning, and. Authority ſubmit not to their 
Counterfeic Miſſion. And *tis little lefle than a 
Prodigy to confider, how (-in this-not Ignorant- 
Age) Mulrtitudes are carry d away with theſe 
grofſe Follies. Bur that remper of men which 
our Lerd complain'd of Fobn, 5. 43-.is ſeen every. 
where.1n this Nation, I come in my Fathers Name, 


ſays he, and ye receive me not, if another come in his. 


Own Name, him ye will receive. Chriſt ſhew'd the. 
Broad-veal of Heaven for what he pretended, the 


Divine Power bearing him witneſſe by Miracles :. 


But chele Impoſters bring . nothing but. Impudence. 
and Ignorance to countenance their Proceedings ; 
neither are they ſeen to advance any thing but. 
Schiſme and Sedition, Fophanation and Blaſphe- 
my. And as Saint Zohn in his time forbad the 
Faichful to ſhew the a&ts of common Humanity. 
to-any- one that brought another Do&rine, than 
that which was taught by Chriſt, ſays he, Re- 
ceive not ſuch an one into. your houſes, ner bid him 
God-fpeed ; So by his Example I may worthily- 
adviſe, that.no. man in theſe daies receive thoſ,, 
that by their Falſe Interpretations, and pretend- 
ed New-Lights, Pervert. and- Corrupt the Do- 
| | Arine. 
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Arine, deliverd fa Chriſt, no-not-ſo.much-as to- 
admit ſuch. . perſons into, their: Houles,,.. or' bid- 
them God-ſpeed, . leaſt they ſeem-to-be their Diſ-- 
ciples, and to partake of their Evill Deeds. Such: 
as. theſe deſerve only the Entertainment of the 
Whipping-Poſt ,. and the welcome of- a Hot Iron: 
to. bore their. Tounges , the- Bough that Abſolom 
mer with in his Rebellion, , not the. Boughs of: 
Pal:nes which were ſtrew'd in our Saviours Way 
the Execrarions and. MalediGtions of the People; 
and not. their Acclamations and Hoſanna's. which 
brings me to my laſt Part, the Peoples Recepti-- 
on of Chriſt.It was with Joyfull Acclamations Ho-.. 


' fanna to. the. Son of David, &c.. 


The Peoples Reception of Chriſt; | 
Hoſanna ] is.as miffth as Salva guzſp, O Lord, 
ſave , or give Salvation, adde Succelle or Profpe-- 
rity to the Honour of thy King : © for this-is not a 

Prayer of the People to Chrift,bur. their Prayer for 
him. As we cry, . Vat Rex, Long live.the King + 
Praying for the Preſervation of our Prince,.,who is 
the Preſervation: of us all. . And ſo the, Mukirgde 
here beſeech God to ſaveChriſt, who was their Sa-- 
viour,and indeed the Saviour of the Worid,and not 
improperly. . For though ChriZ inhis: Divine Na- 
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ture was above all Dangers and Neceflities, yet in 


his Humane he was Obnoxious to them;and though 
he had the Power'of 2a God, yet twas in the Weak- 
neſſe ofa Man ; andeven Humane Comforts, and 
Good vitkeain the daies of his Fleſh,were well be- 
ſtow'd on him, and well accepted by him. And 
now in the Days that he is aſcended to che Right 
hand of God, and needs no more the Miniſtra- 


tion of Men ; though we preſent him not with 


the ſame Contributions, and Expreſſions of our 
AﬀeG@ion, yet we do not defiſt from offering All 
Oblations to him, though our Oblations be 
chang d ; our Faith, our Charity, our Prayſes, 
our Zeal for his Glory, gc. are ſtill due, and ſtill 
pleaſing ; for though he lagks nothing, yet for e- 
wverhe loves Vertue,and delights in Righteouſneſle, 

And this is the Foundation of all Religious 
Worſhip, and the Encouragement of Devotion : 
this makes the Church obſerve Holy Feaſts, the 
Commemorarions of Chrifts Benefits to her; fo 


ſollicitouſly to warn her Children long before of 


'their Approach,thar they may nor be oretaken with 
Covetouſneſs, Malice, Ambition, Senſuality, Worldly 
Cares,d9c. when their Lord comes.as the Jews were; 
and fo his Preſence prove Uneafic and Importu- 
nate 
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nate, and they be tempted to cry. withthem, Nujs ef 
bic ?-Who is this? 'Tis Sin,only,that makes'men Igno- 
rant of Chriſt ; and Guilt. that makes his coming 
Unwelcome. But certainly he that has deſerv'd fo 
well of us, ought not.to be held a Burden; nor he 
that has beftow'd on us ſo many Benefits, to be for- 
cotten. Or if this move us-not, yet he- that is fo- 
Mighty,cannot ſafely be Deſpiſed ; and ſo Dreadful 
in his Judgments , be caſt out of our Thoughts, 
St. Auguſiine has this plain Obſervation, not remote 
to our. preſent Concern, We ſhould be troubled, 
ſayes he, if but- a Friend or other Perſon that we re- 
werence came to our Houſes, when they were in diſ- 
order, and we have nothing Worthy to Entertain bim :- 
And his Application ak it is this, Quicquid non-- 
vis inveniri in domo tua, quantum potes labora ut non 
inveniat Deus in anima tua', What ye would not 
that Men ſhould ſurpriſe in- your Houſes,, be 
much more careful that God when he comes ſur- 
priſe not in your Souls, , Let him. not find a Sor-. 
dednels there ,, no nor yet an Emptineſs ;_ let not 
his Reception be more Beggarly thanthat which: 
he. found in the Inn.,..or-maere; Unhandſome and: 
Uncleanly thaw that in the Stable. - A Soul im-- 
mers. in Luſt and Senſuality, is fouler.than the- 
___ Stalls: 


(30) 

'Stalls of Brute Beaſts ; atid a Heart: void of Ver. 
tue and the Graces of the Spirit , is' yet poorer 
than : his Cradle: of a Manger. The Religious 
Monks of old were'wont , when -they heard theſe 
words read, And Chriſt 'was born in Bethlehem 
7uda, to fall flat on their Faces on -the ground, 
4n adoration and aſtoniſhment at the great Myſte- 
ry of the Incarnation , and Gods Wonderful Con- 
delcenfion therein to Mankind, But in theſe 
dayes we hear this Goſpel read like an Uncon- 
cerning Story , without aftomſhment , without 
adoration, without thanks, without the leaſt Refle- 
ction : and the Feaſt of the Nativity comes,and goes, 
like the Day of a Lord Maiors entering on his Of- 
 fice; irſervesto compute our Years, and to digeſt 
the Events of our Annals, but few confider the Be- 
nefits of the Holy Seaſon, or the Duries belonging 
to it; few put away their Sins, and adorn their 
Minds with the Graces of the Goſpel ; few are Re- 

generate, or New-born at the Birth of Chriſt, Men 
prepare for a time of Exceſs, and Debauch, fore- 
caſt to have Richer Apparel, and Choicer Pro- 
viſions, Money to play,d9c. and ſome will borrow, 


or rob, but they will have to ſapply theſe things. 
1 Tue 


* AM this while ER 4: Kee  Haly-day, thiol 
7 ill Uriidges inthe 'Workof fin ; whilsour Hoe 
aretrimmed;andour Poſts bound with Laurel into- 
kent of Freumph and Deliverance, we continue Our 
Selves in the Slavery of Vice, and the Thraldom of 5 
the Devil. And the Sun of Righteouſheſs riſes and 
ſers pon us,as the Sun inthe Firmament on Rocks 
and Buildings, to parch and hardenus, not as on 
Hearbs and Trees,to make ns produttive of Fruit. 
'Tis the ſaddeſt Prognoſtick of a Nation to be m- 
ſerable,when neicher the Benefits, nor Judgments 
of God work upon the hearts of the People ; but 
whether it bea Vidory,or a Loſs; a Plague,or a De- 
fiverance;a Seaſon of Temporal Bleflings,or a Seafon 
of Spiritual ; they receive all theſe Various Changes 
of Gods Favonr and Difpleaſure with one Fix't 
and Unmov'd AﬀeRion totheir Sins. And though 
fike the Deriders of Gods Judgments, which Saint 
Peter ſpeaks of inhis ſecond Epilt. and third Chapt. . 
chey blaſphemouſly cry not aloud, Where 35 the Pro- 
miſe of the Lords Coming?dyc. yet filently and ſecretly, 
in their very holding faſt of their Tniquities,they try 
what wil be the Ifue of his Threats and Denunicia- 
tions againft fin,and they Experiment ,as I may fay, 
their Deſtrution, thowgh they Invoke'it not, 


E That 


Thar this yas may _— 4 af av to us not yi 
X Spiritual Bleſſings, bur alſo of Temporal ; the 
drawing neer of Peace or Victory ,as well .as of Re. 
demprion ; of the ſaving of our Nation, as well as 
of the Salvation of our Soules ; let us make &fit 
Reception in our Hearts for the Lord of Righte- 
ouſneſlſe who.now approaches. And God who at 
this Seaſon beſtowed'on us his Son , How /pall be 
not, as = Apoſtle ſays, with bim alk freely give us | 
all thing 
We __ heard Chriſt's Kingdom i is Spirituah; - 
and his Throne Planted in'the Hearts of. Men ; and 
I may fay, his Nativity-is now alſo Spiritual, and 
his Cradle. ought. hkewiſe- to.be planted in the 
Hearts of men-7 that he is then only truly.Born in- 
to the world, when we become Regenerate; and 
{een again in the Fleſh , when we ſhew forth the 
Works of. Rightroulnalle; . How little he regards 


_ the meer Outward Magnificence of. his Feaſts, we 


may Colle& from the Pomp which heaffe&ed, when. 
he was really- born in Bethlehem Judah, R's when 
he made his preſent Triumphant Entrance. mto- 
Zeruſalem ; a Stable ſerv'd him for. the.one, and a 
Deſpicable Ae for the other. He char had an 
Angell to. foretell his Conception , and 2 whole 

| Hoſt 


RO 
BF 
LY 

"I 


Hoft 6f them to -npitriſas his PRs x : 
10 pleaſ' d,” he could have fix't his Cradle in Herods 
Bed-C tamber; and have forc'c the Proud Tyrant 
to have fled into Epypt in his ſtead. ' Again, he 
could have Excell'd Paulus Emylins, and all the Ce- 
fars in the Splendor 'of his Triumph ; Bar his 
Birth, was the Birth of Mecknefle, of Innocence, 
and of Mercy ; and when he enter rdin CO 
Humility rode in State: 

The Offices of the Church for this day beſt in- 
{tru& us, how to welcome our Lords Coming. 
Whar in the Collett we pray, let us (et our felves'to 
praftice. 7o caſt away the Workes of Darkneſſe now in 

this Mortal Life, in which Chriſt came to viſit us in great - 
Humility, What the People here do in my Text, ler 

us tranſcribe and imitate ; uſe their Acclamations, 

and alſo their Ingeminations, Hoſanna to the Son of 
David, and again, Hoſanna. Reiterating and repea- 
ring theſe Ave's and Good Wiſhes to Chriſt | in our | 
Soules.a ſecond, third, and fourth time, Tautology 
is the Language of Joy, a Hearty AﬀeQton is not 
fatisfi d with uttering Kind. Words of Welcome, 
Þunleſſe it may utter the ſame. often, And as Prin« 
ces accept of Acclamiations from'their Subjets, as 
well as "HON | continu u'd and redoubl'd Shouts 
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T34) 
of Joy, as well as Set-Orations; - nay,eſteem PI 
Simple Expreſſions of a Loyal Heart, before more 
Studicd and Arcificial Complements ; So God pre- 
fers many times the Eruptions and Ejaculations of 
a Faithfull. Soul, before a longer Prayer ; the lifting- 
up only of the Spirit, before a Formal Pfalme. Ho- 
lineſſe and Righteouſneſle make the Eſclat or Splen- 
dor in Chrilt's Feaſts ; when Mens Hearts are full 
of Grace, then his Houſes are hang'd, and his Ta- 
bles preſt with-rich Proviſions : 'twas not the Cu- 
rious and. Buſy Houl- wifry of Martha, but the Pen. 
five and Abſtralted Faith of Mary thar made the 
Entertainment at Bethany ; and if we will Treat. 
eur Lord acceptably it muſt nor be from the Sham.. 
hles, or the Mercers ; withthe Cooks or the Tay- 
| Jors ſkill ; but with the Sacrifices of Obedience, and 
the Adornings of the Holy Spirit... Our Feafts upon 
Earth muſt reſemble theſe they typifie. in Heaven, . 
where Righteouſnelke 15 the Robe, and the- Con- 
templating and Glorifying af God, rhe Cheex and. 
the Rejoycing, 

Glory be to God on high, the Father, Son, pr Hol 
Ghoſt, from. all Angels, and\ alf Men, and all Fenn, 
awm and to all OI Amen. Is 
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